GCCA NEWSLETTER

Winter 2019

Congrats and Shout Outs
CONGRATULATIONS TO
Sidney Butler of Union Grove
2019 CHEERLEADER OF THE YEAR
and receiving $1,500 Scholarship
CONGRATULATIONS TO
Chloe Hendrix of Woodland Cartersville
COTY RUNNER UP
and receiving $700 Scholarship

Congrats 2019 All State Team and
Cheerleader of the Year Top 16

Kristianna Morgan
Ola

Chloe Hendrix
Woodland

Saylor Williams
Allatoona

Reese Sevigny
Northgate

Annelyssa Destin
Sequoyah

Emily Recker
Denmark

Hannah Russell
Houston County

Callie Frazier
Northgate

Jordan Williams
Ware County

Alex Bartlett
Whitewater

Brooke Jordan
Northgate

Madison Cornwell
Woodland

Doni Davis
Starr’s Mill

Ava Lewis
East Coweta

Sidney Butler
Union Grove

Cassidy Hayes
Houston County

Simone Smith was honored as the 2019 Official of the Year. The inductees have been honored 1for

their outstanding knowledge and skill in officiating, as well as their integrity, leadership, professionalism,
and dedication. Thank you Simone for your commitment to Cheer and “Excellence in Officiating.”

2018 GHSA

STATE CHAMPIONS
COED

Mill Creek

A Public
Gordan Lee

A Private
Mt. Paran
2

AA
Vidalia

AAA
Pierce County

AAAA
Denmark

AAAAA
McIntosh
3

AAAAAA
Creekview

AAAAAAA
Lambert

The 2019 GHSA Cheerleading State Championships were held November 15-16 at the
Columbus Civic Center. Winning state championships were Mill Creek (Coed), Lambert
(7A), Creekview (6A), McIntosh (5A), Denmark (4A), Pierce County (3A), Vidalia (2A),
Gordon Lee (A Public) and Mt. Paran (A Private).
Appreciation goes to the hard work and planning by Pam Carter, Jimbo Davis, Heath Perkins
and Columbus cheerleading event staff, Penny Mitchell and GHSA staff, volunteers, judges,
sponsors (especially TeamIP, NFHS Network, GPB Sports, Nfinity, Unforgettable Moments
Photography & Georgia Farm Bureau Insurance), Columbus Civic Center, Columbus Sports
Council and the Columbus State University Cheerleaders for a very successful event.
Photos
Action photography by Unforgettable Moments can be ordered
at https://www.unforgettablemoment.com/.
Video
Watch GPB Sports (gpb.org/sports) and NFHS Network
(nfhsnetwork.com/associations/ghsa) for on-demand viewing. DVDs/ digital copy can be
ordered at nfhsnetwork.com/store/nfhs-network
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Merchandise
State championship merchandise by TeamIP is available for purchase online at ShopGHSA

In partnership with Varsity Brands, Inc.

When: February 22, 2020
Where: Columbus State University

Meet Info: (click link below)
Game Day Invitational Rules and Regulations
The divisions will be A-3A, 4A-5A, and 6A-7A. Teams will compete in areas that they use in order to lead a
crowd at a game on "Game Day" at a football or basketball game.
There are three segments on which they will be judged: cheer, band chant, and fight song.
The teams scoring the highest in these three segments will be the finalists and will then combine all of these
areas in an additional three-minute routine.

Session One:




Side A: 1A through 3A
Side B: 4A through 5A
Doors will open at 7:30 am

Session Two:



Side A 6A through 7A
Doors will open at 2:00 pm

Merchandise
Varsity Brands will have event merchandise available. There will be an event t‐shirt & sweatshirt

available, as well as additional items, for purchase through the Varsity Shop. This shop will be able
to accommodate CASH & CREDIT CARD (No Checks will be accepted.)
Event Tickets
Adult: $12.00 *CASH ONLY
Wristbands will be given to spectators so that they can come and go during the event.

The gym will be cleared between sessions.
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WHEN: February 15, 2020 at 9:00 AM.
WHERE: Lumpkin Center at Columbus State University





Classification/divisions will be determined after registration beginning November 1st on the
GHSA website.
Schools may enter 1 team of up to 20 dancers.
Teams may enter 2 routines to be judged. All routines must be under 2 minutes.
The styles will include:

Jazz








Hip Hop

High Kick

Pom

A winner in each category per division will be named.
For the overall winner, the team who has the highest score per division will be named the
winner.
All NFHS rules for Competitive dance will be enforced. The following rules are included:
 accessories and apparel
 lifts and stunts
 legalities on shoes
You can order a NFHS rule book from GHSA or nfhs.org.
All members of the school’s dance team must be eligible students that attend that high school.
Teams can be Coed or All Girl.

GHSA Competitive Dance Scoresheet (Updated 9/28/2018)
GHSA Competitive Dance Scoring Rubric
Contact Penny Pitts Mitchell at pennypitts@ghsa.net if you need information.

Dance Timeline
Nov. 1: Registration opens on GHSA website with a contract similar to cheer contract.
The Dance Invitational Contract is available at: https://www.ghsa.net/dance-contracts
Complete, Print and Mail the contract with your entry fee to the given address
Dec. 3: Deadline for teams to enter with entry fee of $180.00 and $60.00 more for a 2nd routine. You
do not have to enter 2 routines.
Dec. 14: Final deadline. Any teams who register after this event will be of $250.00 plus $60.00 for a
second routine.
Feb. 1: Dance Team Roster Due on GHSA MIS: https://app.ghsa.net
Feb. 15: Dance invitational-begins at 9AM (Admission is $10 per person at the venue and mobile
tickets are available at GoFan.)
March 4-7: Basketball championships-top teams will be invited to perform at the championships.
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HELPFUL LINKS

Dear Coaches,
The Georgia Cheerleading Coaches Association would like to
take a moment and commend each of you for an outstanding
competitive cheerleading season! Cheerleaders in the state of
Georgia are truly fortunate to have such wonderful coaches
and mentors in their lives; coaches of integrity who are also
training our kids to be great people, too! We all know there is
something about a coach that is truly special to our athletes. It
is hard to explain the unique relationship between a coach and
an athlete, but the bond is something to be treasured.
To the game day and spirit coaches throughout the state who
are still in season - especially those with football teams in the
playoffs, you matter! It is not easy to sacrifice time away from
loved ones during the holidays, but the investments you are
making will have lasting impacts! Thank you for promoting
sportsmanship with fidelity and for leading the way to
promote GameDay and even Competitive Dance throughout
our state! I am looking forward to the Championship at
Columbus State in February!

Stay on top of what is going on
across the state with Cheer as
well as other sports:
https://gcca.campuscontact.com/Ho
me
https://www.ghsa.net/cheerleading

http://ghsacheerleading.com/
https://gacacoaches.com/

Thank you all for everything you do to lead successful
programs. At times, our job seems thankless, but THANK YOU
from the athletes, parents, fans, and the GCCA Leadership
Team for all that you do! Please accept my heartfelt wishes
for the holiday season as well. I hope each of you enjoy and
truly experience the spirit of the holiday season. May it be a
time for you to recharge and reconnect with loved ones.
Sincerely,
Shayla Brawner, President
Georgia Cheerleading Coaches Association
Click here for holiday fun: https://youtu.be/at68PMbgyhw
Coach -

Even when I said “I Can’t”
You said I Could
Even when I said “I Won’t”
You said “Do It”
Even when I said “I Will Lose”
You said “Go Win”
Even when I said “I Failed”
You said “Well Done”
Even when I said
“I don’t believe in myself”
You said “I Believe In YOU…”

Don’t forget to NOMINATE!
Click the links below to
nominate a Coach for Coach of
the Year and a Team for Team
of the Year!

Coach of the Year
Nomination

Team of the Year
Nomination
THANK YOU
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Please remember at all events to think about SPORTSMANSHIP! Below is the GHSA Sportsmanship
Statement:
"The GHSA and its member schools have made a commitment to promote good sportsmanship by student/athletes,
coaches, and spectators at all GHSA sanctioned events. Profanity, degrading remarks, and intimidating actions directed at
officials or competitors will not be tolerated, and are grounds for removal from the event site. Spectators are not allowed
to enter the competition area during warm-ups or while the contest is being conducted. Thank you for your cooperation in
the promotion of good sportsmanship at today's event."
Dr. Robin Hines, Executive Director Georgia High School Association

Dear Cheerleading Coaches:
We have tried our best throughout football season to promote and
reward good sportsmanship. We have posted pictures on our
website of good run through signs and other situations that display
good things going on by our cheerleaders. You can find those on
the GHSA website at the photo gallery. (There is a link at the
bottom of the page).

CHEERLEADING APPAREL IS
RESTRICTED AS FOLLOWS:
1. Male uniforms for competition
cheerleading will be uniform

Basketball season has not even begun for some schools and I
have already received numerous emails reporting taunting,
mocking cheers, and rude behavior towards the visiting teams.

pants and a top which
counterparts those worn by the
female teammates. Sideline male

So everyone is on the same page - here are the rules:

cheerleaders may include shorts

1. Every cheer team has the right to a safe environment in
which to cheer without harassment from opposing fans.
Cheerleaders should have a designated place to sit/stand
during a game. Spirit cheer coaches should seek the game
manager or security personnel if the situation becomes
volatile or dangerous
2. Taunting is not allowed. This includes cheers directed at the
opposing team’s cheerleaders or fans.
3. Cheer FOR your team, not against the other team.
4. Stomping cheers must be performed on the floor, not in the
stands.
5. Cheerleaders can stand wherever the host school or officials
allow them to stand. If in the bleachers, stomping is not
allowed.
6. Cheering during a free throw is not allowed.
7. 20 cheerleaders are allowed on the floor.
8. When the game is over, all cheering should stop.
9. Jewelry is not allowed!
10. Long nails, natural or acrylic, are not allowed.
11. Hair must be worn in a manner that is appropriate for the
activity involved.

in place of the pants. Tank tops
will not be permitted.
2. Female cheerleaders (sideline
& competition) must wear a
uniform that fully covers the
athlete’s entire torso. A skirt or
dress should cover the briefs,
bloomers or any spandex
material. Leggings and a t-shirt
is not a uniform.
3. All athletes must wear the
same uniform when performing
at a game or competition.
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*Make sure your athletes are

dressed appropriately

ANNOUNCING: GCCA Spring Conference 2020
WHEN: MARCH 19-21, 2020
WHERE: Jekyll Island Conference Center,
Jekyll Island, Ga.
●This weekend promises to provide the
opportunity for each coach to walk away better
prepared and rejuvenated for the fast
approaching cheer season.

Conference registration does not include lodging.
Rooms must be booked through one of the following
hotels directly. Please choose accommodations that
suit your budget best.

●You will have the opportunity to get to know
coaches from around Georgia, hear dynamic
speakers from all around the country including
Jim Lord from NFHS, participate in stunt
demos and learn new coaching strategies that
you can take home and try with your athletes.

A block of rooms have been secured at the newly
opened Home2 Suites, Jekyll Island as well as the
beautiful Westin.

●You will also get fantastic new ideas for
motivating your athletes, improving skills and
incorporating drills and proper conditioning for
your
team.
●These are just some of the exciting topics
we will be offering this year.

When making your reservations, be sure to identify
yourself as attending the GCCA Conference to ensure
the conference rate.
The Westin Jekyll Island $179 - $199 / night
Home2 Suites by Hilton Jekyll Island - $159/ night

It is important that we receive your registration
and you call to reserve your room before the
deadline. Deadline to receive the Conference
Hotel Rate is February 15, 2020.

Please contact Ann Michele Toole
Ann Michele 912-293-2653
atoole@vidalia-city.k12.ga.us
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CONFERENCE
CHECKLIST:
*ONLINE Conference Registration

1. Please use the link above to register
for the conference online.
2. Once you receive email
confirmation, print your registration
form.
3. Mail your registration form along
with your check to Ann Michelle
Toole.
4. Choose which hotel you prefer to
stay with and make your hotel
reservations.

Early bird special of $165 applies to
registration AND fees being received
by January 15, 2020. After Jan 15,
Registration fee is $185 until Feb 1st.
Late Registration ($225) after
February 1st.
*Cutoff Date for
Reservations: February 15,
2020*
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HILTON QUICK LINK:

Home2 Suites Jekyll Island (GA)
101 Ocean Way
Jekyll Island, GA 31527
www.home2jekyll.com
Main Ph# (912) 319-6019
ONLINE RESERVATIONS:
Go to: www.home2jekyll.com
Enter Arrival, and Departure Dates
Click on “+” Add Special Rate Code

http://group.home2suites.com/GACheerleadi
ngCoachesAssoc
Enter Arrival, and Departure Dates
Select your Room Type, and enter your
personal information**
**Hilton Honors members may add their
HHonors account number to their
reservation
TO CALL FOR RESERVATION:

Under “Group Code” enter “GCC”

Call Hilton Reservations @ 800/7741500

Select “Check Rooms & Rates” (Each Room Type
will show your Group Name, and Rate)

Specify this is a Group Reservation

Select your Room Type, and enter your personal
information**
*Rates: Taxes are not included in above rate. The current taxes and fees
rate is 12% + $5.00 per room, per night (7% State Tax, 5% Local Tax, and a
$5 per room, per night State-Motel Fee – House Bill #170, as of 8/20/2019),
and are subject to change without notice. Group Rates are available 2 days
Pre- and Post- Conference dates, based on availability. Contact Hotel for
availability. Based on Double Occupancy. + $10.00 per guest, more than 2
guests.

Hotel Name: Home2 Suites by Hilton
Jekyll Island
Group Name: GA Cheerleading
Coaches Assoc.
Group Code: GCC

All Studio Suites include a flexible Working Wall to customize the
space to fit your needs. Stay connected with complimentary WiFi at
the ergonomic, movable work desk or watch a movie on the HDTV.
Prepare a meal in the fully accessible kitchen, equipped with a
dishwasher, microwave, and refrigerator. Grab everything you need
from our Home2 MKT®, and remember to pack the leash and bowl,
as Home2 is your pet’s home too. Pet Fee: $125 (non-refundable)
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GCCA Spring Conference - March 19-21, 2020
Jekyll Island Conference Center, Jekyll Island, Ga.
REGISTRATION FORM:
Name: ________________________________________________________
School: ________________________________________________________
Region/Classification: __________ Preferred Contact Phone:______________________
Email: _________________________________________________________
Which team(s) do you coach?
Competition Cheer

Football Sideline

Basketball Sideline

Dance

Game Day

Check all that apply.
Prices are per person. One form per person, please. (Please note all fees are non-refundable)
❑ Early Regular Registration (Postmarked BY Jan. 15, 2020)..............................$165
❑ Regular Registration …………………………………………….............................................$185
❑ LATE REGISTRATION (POSTMARKED AFTER February 1st, 2020.................$225
❑ AACCA (Thursday evening).....................................................................................$80
❑ CPR and First Aid.......................................................................................................$50
❑ Coaches Social “Make & Take”(Friday evening)................................................$25

TOTAL................................................................................................................$_________

*PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL FEES ARE NON REFUNDABLE*

Please send your registration and check payable to the GCCA to:
Ann Michele Toole
℅ Vidalia High School
901 North Street West
Vidalia, GA 30474
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Is your TEAM a healthy team? Do you embrace the best practices and innovative new ways to
encourage physical activity, minimize injury risk and support your athletes’ emotional, social
and mental well-being? If YES - Then the Aspen Institute wants YOU! They are looking to
identify teams that apply creativity to benefit youth and that could serve as a model for others
in the sport. If you are interested, follow the link below for more information:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HSIContest
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